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POLITICAL REVERIES, &. 


Bruxelles 1780. 

V y dear Sir, 
1 N conſequence of the. ſeveral WEN 
ons we have had together, concerning the 


military and marine forces of Great Britain 


and Ireland, and of the advantages the 
Houſe of Bourbon derive, and muſt have 


over us in the beginning of a war; I 
have ſeriouſly conſidered the ſubject, viz. 


by what means we may place ourſelves 


on an equality without changing our form 


of government, or ſubmitting ourſelves 
to the ſame deſpotic power their ſubjects 


groan under. | 
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I am well aware how impoſſible it is 
for a perſon not bred up to a military pro- 


feſſion, to enter into all the details neceſ- 


fary upon ſuch a ſubject. I ſee plainly 
likewiſe that my plan is hable to many 
errors, and will meet with numberleſs ob- 


jections; nevertheleſs, if any good what- 


ſoever to my country can ariſe from theſe 
hints, I ſhall be truly happy. Do you 
fift the corn from the ehaff, and afterwards 
make whatever uſe you pleaſe of my lei- 
ſure hours: ſituated as I moſt unfortu- 
nately am, my time is nothing. I am in- 
finitely obliged to thoſe who furniſh me 
with new books, or new thoughts; and of 


courſe ought to return you ten thouſand 


thanks for having drawn away my atten- 


tion from more melancholy reflections, 


and turned my ideas towards the reſources 
and weakneſſes of my country: however 


unwilling to engage in ſuch an undertak- 
ing, I have committed my thoughts to 


__ and ud thee to you- for _ 


.. BzFORE 


tak 


| Baroxe I proceed to ſhew how neceſ⸗ 

| 1 it is to new model the army and ma- 
rine ſervice, in order to prevent the miſ- 
fortunes we are always liable to at the 
breaking out of a war with France; and 
which we were nearly incurring the ſpring 
of the year 1978 (as you well know); 
I muſt recal to your mind our ſituation 
as an iſland; the greatneſs of our naval 
power, by which we have-riſen gradually 
to that pitch of glory we had attained be- 
fore the peace of Paris; the alliances we 
had in Europe, by which. the ſtrength 
of France was divided, and her attention 
to her marine diverted into other channels: 
the fatal conſequences attending that 
peace, and in having departed from the 
old ſyſtems, which had made the coun- 
try flouriſh for ſo many years. I will 
next beg of you to reflect how abſolutely 
incumbent a real and extenſive plan of 
economy is to a nation, like ours, groan» 
ing under ſuch a load of debt and taxes; 
and how much the reverſe our military 

eſtabliſhment is in every part of it, as 
well as improper for our iſland's fituation. 
oC And 
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And laſtly, turn your thoughts to our re- 


ſources, the true political ſyſtem that 


ought to be adopted by an -iſland, and 
the means by which we can hope to re- 
gain and maintain our loſt empire of the 
ſea; without which we ſhall become de- 
pendent upon the will of wy Houſe of 


Bourbon. 


1 


IwIL I not enter fully into each ail 


it would be endleſs; I will confine myſelf 


to the ſubject- matter of our converſations 
in this place. I mention them merely as 


' preparatory to my Utopian plan, without 


which it may not ſtrike ſo forcibly, nor 


will the neceſſity of a great change in our 


military departments be acknowledged by 
the many, for whoſe welfare yo r et 


it is deſigned. 


Mir Seen isis to that an 


iſland ought to have no continental eſta- 


bliſhments whatſoever, and little con- 


nection with the continental powers of 
Europe, except when our quota is always 
ſtipulated to be in money, and in that ſup- 


-, £ ; port 


| . 7 * | 

port which- bur fleets can give: ſuch al- 
liances would be of infinite uſe; but whats 
ever tends to drain us of men, and to di- 
vert our ſtrength from our navy, is falſe po- 
licy, and * n or laden end i in our 
ruin. REDD 95 27 2s" 
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Ove —_— ould conſiſt only of 
iſlands, which may be eaſily controuled 
by our fleets, and more eſpecially if we 
had a ſettlement of arms, artillery, &c. 
in ſome healthy ſpot, at a leſs diſtance 
from them than the mother - oountry is, 
in order that no time might be loſt in 


quelling the firſt embers of a rebellion, 85 


Ir a great continent, une as Anil is 

unanimous and determined to reſiſt, the 
_ diſtance alone from Great Britain is ſuf- 
ficient to deſtroy all the efforts of even 
a much greater power than ours. It muſt 
| be attended with an enormous expence, 
a great loſs of men, and in the end prove 
| fruitleſs, For even if we had ſucceeded 
to our wiſhes, there would have been no 
poſſibility of retaining in perfect obedience 

ſuch a vaſt continent, ſwarming with 
inhabitants 


— — 
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inhabitants in moſt parts, but by ſuch 
a continual drain of men and money: that 
muſt have ruined us ultimately; or we 
muſt have purſued the old Roman method 
of deſtroying one half of -the great 
body of the people, in order to rule 
over the remaining debilitated race 
of flayes, from whom no eſſential be- 
nefit could have 'been derived to our 
commerce, on the flouriſhing of which 
alone our empire depends. The only 
true policy of governing colonies at a great 
diſtance is by the leniency of our laws, 
and incorporating them with ourſelves, 
by the enjoyments of the rights belonging 
to a free people, This method might 
have induced them to conſider themſelves 
as part of the Britiſh empire, united by 
the ſame ties, the ſame principles, as well 
as the ſame blood ; but when the eſſential | 
foundations are broken through, and what 
1s law and right i in one part of the world, 
is of no effect ju another part, it is 
natural for men to reſiſt, to conſider them- 
ſelves as unjuſtly treated, and that all the | 
ties s which had wir vg them together were 
-* _— diffolved; 
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diffolved; perhaps ſame people. may obs 
ſerve in this place, and fay, Would you. 
have your colonies enjoy every right that 
the mother country doth ? My anſwer 18 
ſhort, No ! I. think their trade ſhould be 
controuled 1 in all things where it might 
injure us; but in other reſpects her com- 
merce ſhould be free. It is but juſt that 
in return for our foſtering and defence of 
them, that they ſhould ſubmit to this 
controul on our part; they ſhould likewiſe 
pay all the expences required by us for 
the ſupport and maintenance of their own 
governments; but it ſhould be by a re- 
quiſition on our part, and the mode and 
manner of raiſing it ſhould be left to 
their aſſemblies. . . 


Ir was ; abſurd to expect that a great 
nation, conſiſting of three millions of 


people, many deſcended from thoſe who 
had quitted England to preſerve their li- 
berties, would ever ſubmit to claims ſo 
injurious to the rights of mankind, and 
io contrary to the ſpirit of the conftiration 
of Great Britain, to which they had ever 


* 
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| looked up with reverence. It was nar- 


row. policy that led us to this fooliſh ſtep, 
and it was impracticable to be executed 
from the nature of the country, and the 


diſtance of it from us. The methods 


adopted to controul them were unwiſe in 
every reſpect, as it deſtroyed and perverted 
the efforts of our navy, and enriched 


them by the numerous land forces / we 


tranſported there. I ſcarce know how to 
avoid ſaying ſomething, and yet 1 fear to 


fay too much; to probe the wound to the 
bottom would be a tedious work. Hiſtory 


is full of numberleſs examples of failure 
in ſimilar caſes, even where the reſiſtance 
was nearer at hand to tHE ſeat of empire; 
but all the information received by mi- 
niſtexs was falſe, and they credulouſly be- 


| Lieved that which they wiſhed to be true, 


without letting their reaſon operate, or 
duly conſidering the greatneſs of the un- 
dertaking: they ſeem to have been totally 
ignorant of the force, diſpoſition, and re- 
ſources of America; they appear not to 
have conſulted and adviſed with thoſe of- 
Leere who. had ſerved longeſt in America, or 

elſe 


E 


olls: to have been moſt ſtrangely deceived: 
they could not have knoven the: firſt! prin- 
ciples of all great generals; which is to 
maturely weigh and conſider the line of 
diſtance on which they were to act: it has 
| always been of the greateſt conſequence 
in all the wars we have rend of; the 
leer power being generally rendered 
equal in proportion to this line on which 
their greater adverſary has to act upon. 
Every war of the French has proved this 
dlearly: remark how different has been 
their ſucceſs in the fields of Flanders, and 
of Germany; added to this fundamental 
error in our American war. our miniſters 
muſt have conſidered it as a war in which 
all Europe was intereſted in their own fa- 
vour, otherwiſe they could not have given 
ſuch implicit faith to the pacific language 
of the Houſe of Bourbon: the moſt ſhal- 
lo politicians ought to have expected that 
France would interfere at the firſt fayourable 
opportunity; ſhe riſqued little by: the in- 
deperidence of America, and might gain 
much: to, be ſure. Spain plays a deeper 
ng JJ 
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* 
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game, but yet it Was natural to foreſee 


that the immediate hopes of cruſhing our 
marine, and recovering. the laurels they 
loſt laſt war, would prevail over the re- 
mote danger and riſque of loſing South 
America. Our generals as well as our 
miniſters ſeem to have been quite unac- 
quainted both in regard to the forces ant! 
ſtrength of America; they deſpiſed them 
beyond the bounds of reaſon; it might 
indeed be good policy to inſpire the men 
with ſuch ideas; but moſt unfortunate 
will it ever prove when ſuch notions pre- 
vail amongſt their commanders; they 
ſhould have known that intereſt backed 
by enthuſiaſm will perform wonders; it 
has done it in all ages. Cromwell ſuc- 

ceeded by this method alone; for until it 
was adopted by him, the parliamentary 
forces were worſted in every engagement; 
from the moment his advice was followed, 
the eontrary effect took place. In a coun- 
try ke America, the war muſt be diß- 
ferent Iikewiſe from any 6ther vchatſoever̃; 
"there are no great towuns of fortteſſes in 
Las 5 N - the 


F 
the interior parts of the country, but 2 
numerous body of freeholders armed and 


diſperſed throughout the whole ; by whit 


means are ſuch people to be controuled, 
er” even defeated in a ſtrong} country 
The inhabitants are totally different in 


every reſpect from thoſe of the ſea coaſt, 


both as to manners and principles; yet 
I fear our agents and miniſters judged the 
whole body of the people by thoſe” in the 


great towns on the coaſt, people bred up 


to commerce, and with mercantile ideas 


only, The people of New England in 


particular are all-freeholders'on a- levelling 
| Hftem, deſcendents of a race whoſe re- 


ligious and political tenets they moſt 


ſtrictly adhere to: a moſt formidable na- 
tion, and im poſſible to be -fubjugated;; 
but in this whole buffneſs ſo many errors 


| have been committed both in the plans 


and in the execution, that for my part, 


J believe all parties have equal right to 


complain; but by what has paſt I ama more 
fully convinced and confirmed in my old 
ſentiments, that a great continental coun- 
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try is not to be compelled by any force, 
when ſeparated by the ſea, at ſo great a 
diſtance as America is from us: the idea 
of controuling continents will ever tend 
to our ruin, and therefore ought to be ex-. 
C 

I xxow very well that I ſhall be told 
of our great territorial poſſeſſions in the 
Eaſt Indies, and of the wealth flowing 
from that country; but ſtill I ſhall perſe- 
vere in my. idea of the impoſſibility of 
controuling continents at ſuch a great 
diſtance; and ſincerely wiſh we had only 
comptoirs there, and ſome iſland eſta- 
-bliſhment of arms, artillery to protect our 
trade, and afford a ſafe retreat to our ſhip- 
ping. One day or other the Marrattaes, 
or perhaps our own people, may unfor- 
tunately for us evince the truth of my 
ſpeculation : the people in different parts af 
that country have of late years learnt much 
of our methods and arts in war, by the 
number of officers both Engliſh and 
French that have ſerved amongſt them, 

6 f "© Þ Who 


** 
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who have diſciplined their armies accord - 
ing to our ſyſtem, which may in the end 
prove of fatal conſequence to our.eſtabliſh- 
ments. Our Indian, continent will. * 
pably one day or other follow the ex 

ample of America; they will find — 
that Fo alone 1s ſufficient: to defeat 
the. effects af all our, force, and. that it 
will not be poſſible for our, little iſland to 
ſend forth the conſtant ſupplies ſufficient 
to maintain an army there, equal to what 
muſt be required to controul ſuch a vaſt 
continent as we poſſeſs: it appears from 
late tranſactions, that their princes have 
become better acquainted than they ſhould 
be with the weakneſſes of our govern- 
ment, and to have adopted many wiſe 
meaſures, which will put them in a ſitua- 
tion to act more on an equality than they 
have heretofore done, whenever a favour- 


able opportunity ſhall Preſent itſelf. 


"5 98 33 21 ſuffered ame both 
by emigrations, and the maintenance of a 
military force beyond our ſtrength; means 
therefore 


„ 

therefore muſt be found out to reduce 
n= continual drains comptoirs ; on con- 
inents and iſland colonies alone ſhould 
bi one of our firſt principles of We 

ment by way of forces to controul them 
our navy ſhould be made the ſole TR: 
object, and ſhould be attended to with 
the utmoſt care. Our navy ſhould ever 
be in the moſt formidable ſtate, and ſat . 
ciently great nat only for the conttoul 
of our own ' ſettlements, but alſo more 
powerful than the united marine of the 
Houſe of Bourbon; tor without we are 
miſtreſs of the ocean, our commerce will 
depend on the will of other powers ; 
therefore all our tlioughts and expence 
ſhould be turned to our marine eſtabliſh- 
ment; all modes of economy ſhould be 
purſued i in every other department, in or- 
der to enable us to complete this ſyſtem, 
and to put it on this moſt reſpectable foot- 
ing; all other policy is wrong in our iſland 
ſituations, our ſole attention ſhould be to 


this and this alone. ae, e 
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- Wan is paſt cannot {pm 
"a hope whenever peace is reſtored to out 
empire in all its parts, that different meas 
ſures will be adopted, and that the great 
outline of my plan will be the fundamen- 
tal ſyſtem of our government 3 Jam cer- 
tain it will tend to render us more fur 
midable than we have ever been, and at the 
fame time it will be the moſt ceconomical 
eſtabliſhment that can be formed, conſiſtent 
with the idea of rulitig the ogean, an bring 
prepared for War at a moment's notice. 
Now is the hour proper to begin this 
ſyſtem; it may be completed whenever 
the happy day of peace ſhall arrive: great 
ftrokes and fundamental alterations can 
never take place but in ſtormy times; 
when the empire is convulſed in every 
part; and the neceſſity of the tate be - 
domes ſo obvious, that all agrees ſome / 
thing muſt be done to ſave het from ſink- 
ing. In ſuch a period men \of (talents 
andireſolution can render eſſential Yervices 
tocthr nuntry ; and mot fnoegaly fo; 1 
ih, that r | 
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E 
man would appear, and ſhew to the world 
what can be done, and what are the re- 
ſources of our- country; when managed 
by inttepidity, wiſdom, and real for- 
titude. In peaceful times apathy and 
ſupineneſs prevail too much; nobody will 
comſider or look further than to what 
may happen in his on times. I truſt 
therefore that theſe times vill produce 
men ( little looked to now) who will boldly 
ſteer: us: through our diſticulties, and re- 
ſtore us: to:our ancient glory and flouri h- 
ing ſitiation ; aud by firmi bald meaſures | 
calt forth tba great reſources which ſtill 
remain v if: ꝓtoperly exerted, and directed 
by» ano:equals. Told, and. extenſive: m 
tem. 788 pt 369 en ras: 
org u Dellen i 2 
--HaAvdns; ſaid chal A in. ds to 3 
continental colonies, - and the neceſſity of 
5 Turning all: ours thoughts to our naval 
eſtabiiſhitnentz cl weilb proceed with my 
iets: er Aliancs, and: the- ill conſaqueiices 
utendiag our dondud in: quntiq all vou: 
tial daneben e. 
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ted in our ill treatment of our allies at 


the peace of Paris; and the ſame ſyſtem 
has invariably been purſued ever ſince, 
moſt unfortunately for us, who otherwiſe 


might have found means to call off and 


divert the attention of France from her 


marine by a land- war, or elſe have made 


up by alliances with naval powers for the 


great loſs we feel fo effentially in being 
deprived of the numbers of American 
ſailors, who ſerved aboard our fleets and 
merchant ſhips laſt war, amounting to near 


20,000 men, now acking n inſtead of 
for 1 us. ; 


| Tus is the firſt war we ever carried on 
without allies, and moſt impolitic it is 
in every reſpect, not only from the want 


of ſupport, which would Fave rendered 


the war more equal, but alſo in the un- 


fortunate conſequences in permitting the 
whole attention of France and all her 


money to be applied to her marine; for 
however. inexpert they may have hereto- 


1 88 been, yet when a great nation gives | 
225 „ all 


EGF 

all the encouragement to one department, 
| however it may be againſt the grain and 
ſpirit of the people, yet they will cer- 
tainly in the end make great and con- 
ſiderable ſteps towards equality with their 
rivals, as we have already experienced: 
for in no former war has their navy been 


ſo well managed as in this preſent ane; 
and if ſome fundamental errors in their 


marine were removed, and our falſe po- 
licy continues, I really ſhould be afraid 


of the conſequences. Why not have ſubs 


ſidiary treaties? or ſhare a part of our com- 


merce with other nations ? Better it 
ſhould be in their hands than in thoſe of 


the Houſe of Bourbon ; it will be long 


if ever the former can become our rivals 


from many cauſes and reaſons unneceſſary 
to be explained: I own freely, I ſhould 


give my conſent moſt heartily to alliances 
with the great powers of Europe, pro- 


vided our quota of engagement ſhould be 


in money and ſhips ; but as to men I ne- 


ver can agree to ſend a ſingle perſon to 
ſerve in Germany, nor is it neceſſary as 
| men 
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men are plenty there; if we And money, 


which will give velocity to their well - 


diſciplined armies, the princes there will | 


find men ſufficient to recruit them to any 
numbers we ſhall agree to pay for, To 


ſhew our folly about men; in this very 
war with America we might have raiſed 


any number of recruits we pleaſed at leſs 
than 51. per man delivered to our tranſ- 


ports; a cheaper plan than our treaties 


with petty princes of Germany, by whom 


8 human fleſh has been ſold at a moſt exor- 


bitant price; added to this, we might by 


my propoſal haye prevented the depopula- 
tion of our own country by the numerous 
levies we have made, : and at a much more 

| reafonable rate than we have enliſted them 
gat in England: give but the word pri- 


vately, and to mean low people uſed to 
this buſineſs ; let it be known alſo that 


the men will be put immediately on 


Engliſh pay as ſoon as they join the tranſ- 
ports;.and you would ſee thouſands flock 


down into Holland and to Stade, happy to 
engage in our ſervice: as to any objection 


E ͤͤͤ . 
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from parliament, | there could be none, 
as it muſt bea matter of indifference where 
| the men come from provided the numbers 


were limited, and the places aſcertained 


where they ſhould ſerve, and being of. 


ficered by Britons would i in my opinion 


be more dependent on our government 
than whole corps of troops hired from the 


- different fates of A 
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cable, I believe, and therefore ought. to 
be cultivated as ſoon as poſſible, and no 

means left undone to give a deciſive blow. 
to the navy and commerce of France, and 


continue it until ſhe is reduced to ſuch a 
low pitch that we may hope for many 
years of peace, which never can be ex- 


pected ſo long as ſhe is in a ſituation to 


interfere and cope with us on the ocean. 


Ov UR 3 ſbould 1 withdrawn Go 
America, and all collected together to 
make ſome great puſh againſt the ſettle- 


ments of our adverſaries ; - for weak as 
they 
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wa are, and vulnerable in many places, 
you well know, and by deſtroying their 


reſources, we ſhall deprive the Americans 
of all aid from France, and ſhew them 
clearly how little the aſſiſtance and ſup- 
port of the Houſe of Bourbon 1s to be de- 
| pended upon. We ſhall in effect make a 

greater impreſſion upon the minds of the | 
wiſeſt and moſt conſiderate of them than 


by any effort made againſt themſelves :+ 


by avoiding alſo any freſh cauſes. of ill 


blood between us we ſhall leave time to 
the moſt moderate people to reflect, and to 


conciliate the minds of the many, by 
ſhewing them the happineſs and benefit 

they would enjoy under our government, 
on proper and juſt terms of reconciliation, 


and how unnatural their alliance is with 


with any deſign of ſerving them, but for 
their own particular advantage. The be- 


haviour of d' Eſtaign will eaſily convince 


them of this truth, and a breach is not 


difficult to be made between people ſo 
totally different in every idea of civil and 
religious 


_—_— 


France and Spain, who do not affiſt them 
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religious rights : I never did or can con- 


ceive any cordial alliance will ever ſubſiſt 
between a monarchical Roman Catholic 
and a Preſbyterian Leveller ; hght and 


| darkneſs cannot be more oppoſite in their 
diſpoſitions; and whatever agreement may 


ſubſiſt between their agents and the Houſe 


of Bourbon, I am certain that wherever twa 
bodies of theſe people meet they will be 
more likely to fight each other than act 1 in 


* * 


concert n our ande | 


Mr marine plan ſhould be any! be. 


gun, and our new levies reduced in pro- 


portion as the other encreafed, that our 


blaalf- pay liſt may not exceed all bounds of 
reaſon and ceconomy; which muſt be the 


caſe if we continue raifing men and 
adding new officers daily without filling up 
our old corps : by my method likewiſe in a 
ſhort time many of the moſt ordinary ſea- 
men would not be wanted, and our pri- 


1 vateers and merchant ſhips would not be 


 diſtrefſed for hands, as they have hitherto 
been, which is a great loſs to trade, and 
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alſo prevents our diſtreſſing the enemy in 
were neceſſary, but my plan fully adopted 
would prevent the neceſſity of them in 
future, atleaſt to the degree to which they 
have been carried through neceſſity. OE 
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E Tur al . all our 
taxes collected by the cuſtoms. and ex- 


ciſe is abſolutely expedient, and no time 


ſhould be loſt in having the real ſtate of 


them drawn out, and a new plan formed 
for the inſpection of parliament : every 


thing that can be regulated by exciſe 


ſhould certainly be put into that mode, 
as it would tend to decreaſe the expence 


of collecting, and encreaſe the revenue 
conſiderably; but at the ſame time great 
| care. muſt be taken not to interfere with 
the eſſential rights of a free people, 1 


foreſee much difficulty will ariſe in regu- 


| lating this buſineſs : if the exciſe, how- 
ever, could be made effectually to anſwer, 
by confining it to the vender and not to 
the; canſumer, no objection could ariſe, I 


n | 
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think, any more than againſt its opera- 


tion on malſters and other people in a ſimi- 


lar ſtate, as it is in fact a choice of their 

own, which they may obviate by not en- 
tering into that profeſſion of life, which 
ſubjects them to ſuch inſpection of the 
exciſe officer as they muſt exerciſe to per- 
form their duty: but the controul of the 

exciſe over all conſumers would be a dan- 
gerous power in the hands of government, | 
and not proper to be truſted to "7 what- 


ſoever. 


841 pity a ſtrict application of the 
Sinking Fund has not been adopted: our 


3 
8 


finances would never have been in the 


miſerable ſituation they are, if during 


peace time it had been appropriated to the 


uſes for which it was intended: it was a 


noble ſcheme, and nothing ſhould have 


| diverted its being applied to its original 
purpoſes : it is worthy the attention of the 
' legiſlature; and however different the ſtate 

of our finances are now. and at that time, 


605 * n might be formed on 


that 
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that idea, and prove of great benefit to the 
nation, but it muſt: be abſolutely. confined 
by parliament to the proper uſes, and ne» 
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1 mo eme 1 can "ſve; but 
e reaſon that can be brought aguinſt it. 


1 ina people having given higkr prices 


for lands low taxed ; but I do not think 


that the partial benefit of any particular ſet 
of fo 5 is to weigh. againſt the effential 


ood that will be derived from it to a 
whole nation ; ; beſides the property of in- 
dividuals has not changed ſo frequently in 


the northern counties, where the: land- tex 5 


is loweſt, As nearer London; in the mid | 


£4 +a + 


changed, hands very often: it is curious 


to obſerve ho rapid: the progreſs: has 
been; it is ſcarce credible how ſmall a 


mily. This might be ſomie ubjection in 
theſe. counties, although of little weight 
e but it has not equal force in the 


D counties 
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cöunties diflabt from Lvtiddji'" no kl of 
parliament! was ever pledged, or any en- 


gagement or promiſe held forth, that an 
equal land- tax ſhould never take place: 


The buyers have truſted more to might 
than right, from the number of their re- 
preſentatives in proportion to the reſt of 


England: again, how have acts of par- 
liament been paſſed at one time and re- 


pealed at another, where property and in- 


exeſt of money were concerned? 


not the public faith been violated at 


df the Dutch and others who! had lent 
their money ? ? hay? more, when the land- 
tax was firſt laid, and people gave in the 


value of their eſtates, they were aſſured | 
it was only to contitüe during that war 


WR. 0 
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than onde, in ſpite of All remonſtrances 


and no longer. Here then Was a plain 


breach of faith to thoſe who exerted 
themſelves to ſave their eountry. I an 
not therefore conceive why ſome newꝭ re- 
gulation ſhould not take place, and if not 
totally, at leaſt from the uſual peace eſta · 
n which has * generally two 


n 
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enn in the pound and above, that an 
equal land-tax ought in the ſtricteſt ſenſe 


of equity to take place: it is really mak» 
ing ample and ſufficient allowance to thoſe = 
who may have bought their eſtates at a 


high valuation on that account: as to the 


idea of injuring agriculture, it might 


malte be ſettled by a clauſe inſerted, exo- 

nerating all lands that were totally uncul- 
tivazed for a certain number of years af 
ter their vg; encloſed for improve. 
ment. 


- Avorus - great reſource might be 


made ta ariſe from the ſale of chureh 


lands, and of thoſe, in public truſts”. 


It would be of immediate benefit to the 
preſent body of men, and of effential ſer⸗ 


vice both to religion and agriculture. 
The unequal diſtribution of church pre: 

ferment, being of the greateſt detriment 
to the profeſſion, and to the original in- 


ſtitution of the pious benefactorg to the 
church. The fimplifying the net receipts 


of e truſts would prove alſq of the 


. utmoſt 
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utmoſt utility and advantage, the wy 


management and roguery practiſed in the 


direction of them being notorious," added 
to that, the government would be ſup- 


plied with a very large loan of money at 


cequitable and fair intereſt, and the benefit 
to the nation at large would be great; 


however the diſtreſs of the preſent times 


is not favourable for this plan; therefore 
it is only flung out as a hint that may be 


uſeful on ſome future occafion, | 


Our 8 and every other depart- 


ment, thould be managed with the utmoſt 
tugality; loaded as we are with debts 

and taxes, we ought to exert ourſtlves, 
and learn from the example of othet 
countries ſyſtems of economy on "an ex- 
tenſive outline ; it is become equally ne- 
ceſſary to us as to them, unleſs we mean 


to become bankrupts; in that caſe the or- 


| dinary revenue of the year would certainly 


ſerve for all our abſurd expenſive efta- 
bliſhments ; but if we mean to pay our 


national debt, ſome great ſtrokes of ceco- 
nomy 


V's 
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| nun muft ſpeedily take place before it is 
too late; all our departments muſt be new 
modelled, and our meaſures regulated 


upon a different footing ; ; the only expence 


we ſhould not be ſparing in is our marines 


and navy, in theſe we ſhould remember 


that our ſalvation depends, and that we 
ſhould keep up ſuch an eſtabliſhment, as 
never to dread a war with the Houſe of 


Bourbon, but to be prepared in ſuch a 
manner, and to have our forces on ſuch 


a ſuperior footing, as to be equally ready 


with them at a moment's warning, that a 
deciſive blow may not be ſtruck by them 


| before we are in a ſituation to defend ours 
ſelves as has been often the cafe, and muſt 
be from our prefent eſtabliſhment; to at- 


tempt the accompliſhing this great idea 


is my intention, ariſing from a retroſpect 


of the danger we were nearly incurring 
in the year 1778. In the firſt place our 
marines ſhould be encreaſed, and always 


kept up even in peace time, to the number 
of our whole preſent militery peace eſtabliſn- FE 


ment; of which laſt body, if we had no 
continental 


—— — voy rg CEP act4, 


I 30 J | 


8 Wars, we could have little uſe | 
for, but in what, at leaſt, the marines and 


artillery would anſwer better than a mere 


land army, It is a corps unnatural to the 


idea of an iſland conſtitution ; every thing 


belonging to one ſhould be "amphibious, 
and tend to the great object of raiſing 


our navy forces to the higheſt pitch our 
finances will allow of; for without rul- 


ing the ocean we are nothing : obſerve 
alſo from the French how much better 
their marine artillery is ſerved than ours, 


owing to their having learnt the uſe . 


great guns on ſhore, by which our rigging 


and maſts have leverely ſuffered, and we have 


felt the effects of marine artillery ſo much 


better ſerved and directed than ours. Our | 


marines practiſe only muſquetry, whereas 
they ſhould add to it likewiſe a know- 


ledge of the uſe of great guns; at pre- 
ſent, being only muſqueteers, they all remain 


on deck, and interfere with the working 
of the ſhip, whilſt the able ſeamen are 
obliged to do the duty of the ordinary 
men, 1 rragmapacgd that at leaſt one half 
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or more of the ſhip? s crew. ſhould be ma- 


rines, and this I believe many of our na- 


val officers have wiſhed alſo, Knowing 


from ex perierice how ſerviceable they are, 
and how much preferable: to the ragga- 
muffins that are preſſed on an exigeney 
from all parts, and of all denominations; 
it would avoid alſo many diſtempers on 


board our ſhips from the people taken freſh 


from gaols, which have proved fatal to 


whole crews, Suppoſing ſuch a plan ſhould 
be put into execution, of what infinite 
utility would be ſuch an amphibious 
body at the eve of a war reflect only if 
miſtead of infantry. we hid twenty thou - 
ſand of theſe brave experienced fellows 
to put on board our fleet at a moment's 


warning; if this was the caſe, we ſhould 
be on an equal” footing with France and 
Spain, and every attempt of theirs to. diſs 


treſs us by a coup de main would be 


foiled, the only kind of invaſion, "_ 


we ever have had, or need to fear; 
other can evef᷑ take place until our dees i is 
| wu deſtroyed, and — of the 


channel 
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Ho little prefling would be _necell: 
What it is now? what eaſe. to our trade and 
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channel entirely theirs, free from all dan 
ger of an attack. What avaſt ſaving would 
it be in bounty money to ordinary ſeamenꝭ 
beſides the additional one. in bounty mo- 


ney to picked men for their Jeoks, which 


amounts to a great ſum in the army, 


where outward appearance. is ſo much 


conſidered ;| whereas in fact, for real ſer- 
vice, a little man is generally ſtronger, 
more active, and able to endure fatigue. 
ary to 


privateers? what ſtrength to us, and dif 
treſs to our enemies? it would enable us 


to give greater encouragement to our able 
ſeamen, which would be then the only 


men wanted on an emergency : and of 


theſe even leſs would be: necefigry. than 
| oftentimes ſerve 8 een e 


ſent. 1 4 2 VIS 2 Y 5» 3 bk 112 ac 


1. peace 40 rnatines pi equally 
well all our duty in Great Britain, Ire» 


land, and in our colonies, if mixed with 


a Proportionable- number of artillery ito 
ſerve 
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ſerve with them, and on the breaking out 


of a war, and! the embarkation of the 
marines, the militia and fencibles! fhould 
be immediately called forth for the inter- 
nal defence of the country, and theſe act- 
ing with a formidable train of artillery, 
would be ſufficient for any exigency, 
when protected by ſuch a fleet: this 


would be a conſtitutional eſtabliſhment, 


and connected cloſely. with.) our and 


ſituation. 
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Amor W mould: be be, that in 


hot climates the men might be .relicnei] 
| oftener, and numberleſs lives faved ; it be- 
ing remarked by Dr. Lynd, that a ſca 


voyage immediately relieves the perfons 


attacked by the diſorders incident to thoſe 


countries: each king's ſhip therefore 
ſhould be ordered to change his crew of 
marines, and take away thoſe who were 
ill, or with whom the climate diſagreed 
more particularly, as is the caſe with 
many people, and en the Right 
landers. „ 5 
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Moxpoyen a fleet thus equipped, "BEA, | 
* ſuch a body of land forces on board, Ge | 


as will enable it to carry terror and de- 
vaſtation on the enemy's coaſts, - particu- 
larly in their diſtant colonies, without 
the expences and Uslays attending the 


tranſporting of troops in the uſual manner. 5 
All the forces of Spain and France would 
not be ſufficient to r own N 
much leſs ts inwade Gt n 
uus this body auld 1 become a fluc- Tn 4 


tuating corps, inured to the ſea as well 28 
land, and partaking in ſome meaſure of 
the artillery, which latter corps muſt be 
alſo encreaſed greatly as à moſt uſeful 
body, (eſpecially in this age, according to 
the preſent method of carrying on war: 
the marines muſt learn the uſe of great 
guns aſhore, as well as ſmall arms and 
Hi j pikes ; for on board our ſhips great Part 
= of them ſhould ſerve between. decks, un- N 
0 der the command of their lieutenants act- 
ing as maſters of arms, as was the old 
faſhioned. way in Cromwell's time, when 
EI TRL l * 
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our navy made no inconſiderable figure in 
Europe; the captains and captains lieu- 
tenants might ſerve on deck with a pro- 
per number of muſquetry men, but not 


too many, ſo as to interfere with the 


working of the ſhip by the able ſeamen. 


In ſieges part of theſe men would act in 


the batteries under their lieutenants, whilſt 

the captains might command the bats | 
talions to cover them; for without cou- 
tinental wars our ſervice would be reduced 


chiefly to this and in ſerving our fleet : 


this marine corps ſhould: only be enliſted 


for ſix years, and ſhould alſo have their 
diſcharge on becoming able ſeamen, and 
being paſſed as ſueh by the proper officers - 


of the navy appointed to examine them ; 
added to which, the great numbers of 


| non-commiſſioned officers would' be a fur- 


ther ſtimulation, as T would have as many 
to each company as the artillery has, and 


in the ſame proportion : ſuch as ſerjeants, 


corporals, bombardiers, gunners,” &c. &c. 
and in war- time, when the companies 
e be enereaſed from 130 men, the 
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peace eſtabliſhment, to 200 in war, the 
two beſt ſerjeants ſhould be then appointed 
ſecond lieutenants but to riſe no higher: this 
would be a moſt uſeful inſtitution, and by 
having ſo few commiſſioned officers: and 
no field officers, it would prevent diſputes 
with the navy; it would prove a great 
ſaving to the nation, and an annihilation 
_ almoſt of the half-pay liſt : in order how- 
ever to provide a body of officers, ready 
always tofill up the vacancies, a ſtrong corps 
of cadets ſhould be attached to the ma- 
rines, and formed on the ſame model as 
that belonging to the artillery, and as 
practiſed in ſeveral foreign ſervices; half 
the men of theſe companies ſhould have 
leave of abſence for fix or nine months in 
the year, to, ſerve aboard our fiſhing 
veſſels to Greenland, Newfoundland, &c. 
upon the ſame plan as in the Pruſſian ſer- 
vice; where half the companies are per- 
mitted to purſue huſbandry and agricul- 
ture, &c. for nine months each year, 
which is a great ſaving to the ſtate, and 
benefit to the country: a ſimilar or greater 
advan 
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advantage would accrue: to us from our 
men ſerving in our great fiſheries, that 
nurſery of our boldeſt and beſt ſailors, that 
fund of wealth and glory to the empire, 
which cannot be too much encouraged by 
us, and diſcouraged in other nations: the 
ſeventy men to be added to each com- 
pany in war time, ſhould be enliſted dur- 
ing peace, and engaged only to ſerve. 
whenever that event ſhould take place, 
during the term of ten years from the 
day of enliſting, and theſe engagements 
ſhould be inſerted in the pariſh books; 
in caſe of change of habitation, a freſh 
inſertion ſhould be made at the place 
| wherein they may ſettle : numbers would 
be induced to enliſt, and accept the bounty 
money, for a chance of ſerving, which 
perhaps might never happen during the 
period they engaged for; great care ſhould 
be obſerved in accepting none but very 
young lads, and each company ſhould: . 
_ confine itſelf to particular. diſtricts, that 
they might not have to ſearch for their 
recruits in diſtant . one from the 
ohen E 1 "oo . 


To each ten companies ſhould be ap- 
pointed a colonel and two majors: the. 


colonel to bè taken out of the captains, 


but the major to be promoted out of the 


adjutants; theſe field officers never go to 
ſen, but to remain at home always to 
ſuperintend the recruits, with the aſſiſtance 
of a proper number of non-commiſſioned 
officers, and in peace time to command the 
vhole diviſion or battalion, and to report 

the ſtate of it to a council of warg the 


emoluments, however, of each company 


to belong to the captain, and the colonels 
pay to be made equal to it, as I would 
have the latter quite unconnected with the 


be fixed and eſtabliſhed in London, upon 


the plan of M. de St. Germain. It ſhould 
conſiſt of four artillery, four marine, and 
four naval officers, perhaps it may be 


thought neceſſary to add four dragoon of- 


 ficers, by this means every probable diſ- 


pute might be ſettled before the orders 


were iſſued from this board, which con- 


ſiſting of officers in each department, 


would prevent many diſputes that might 


1 otherwiſe 
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of che nature of tlie ſervice; Aud the diff. 


officers'i in the execution” off ans by corps 


1 
otherwiſe ariſe from want öf explanations 


culties that actually do ane at lt the 


t eſtabliſhments.” $40 BURR 
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By my oo via: os expence of our eſta- 


vliſhment woull be greatly reduce cedinnum- 
berleſs expet 


bious nature, that would be equally | fer- 
viceable on the ſe and on land, adding 


practice to theo _ m thoſe branches par- 
| ticularly where | 


the French now excel 
us, more eſpecially theit marine artillery ; ; 
it would make up for the lo fs" of Ame- 


rica failors, and prepare us for auy fu- 


ture war with the Houſe of Bourbon, by 


encouraging, and putting on a reſpectable 
footing the navy of Great Britain 1 In all its 


different parts, ready at a ſhort. notice to 


act againſt our natural enemies; it would 
be the means of Keeping o our colonies in 
1 2 ; i 54 more 
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ve articles; our general's nar 
parcala}/WhichVie oF g uſe hebe ver | 
but for parade: we ſhould become i in time 
a nation of ſeamen, and of that amphi: 
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1e 
more awe from the knowledge of our 
being yrepared | for any ſudden event, 
and would render. us formidable and re- 
ſpectable in the eyes of Europe, without 
diſtreſling ourſelves, or; draining our.coun- 
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IN Ig to this,. a general natura 


5 lization was to paſs, the depopulation of 
Great Britain would be greatly made up 


for: : it is well known that no intro- 
duction of foreigners could effect our con- 


ſtitution, for they would adopt our man- 


ners and cuſtoms. as was the caſe of our 
foreign · anceſtors, and of every ſtate where 
the leſſer body has ſettled amongſt the 
more numerous: ; the air of Great Britain 
would equally inſpire their ſucceſſors 
with the ſame principles which ought to 


actuate a great and free people. . Intereſt 


will ever teach men to follow what is moſt 
for their benefit, and no man in his ſenſes, 
born in Great Britain, will ever wiſh to, 
leflen thoſe rights he is by birthright en- 
titled to, and for the enjoyment of Which 
his parents quitted their own country 

: from 
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is Rs wo exiſt, a as at pre 
ſent, viz. as to.the holding places of truſt, 
| Kc. Kc. i in other relpecks they ſhould « enjoy 
| every, benefit in the free. uſe. of their te- 
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Tunze is fill one moſt 'peceſfary 29 
to be attended to, w rhich requires | the at- : 
tention ; of Parliament; our decreaſe of ; 
timber, and the rapid decay of our ſhip- 
ping: it is yell known to all people“ con- 
cerned i in the dock yards, that theſe two 
evils predominate, to Aa degree that may 
prove fatal to us, arifing from foreign tim- 
ber with which, our. , veſſels are built- in 
; general, and from our wet docks, and 
letting our ſhips lie moored 3 in our. rivers : 

the foreign timber is not of the cloſe 
1 grain of ours, in no reſpe& equal; one veſ⸗ 
| built of Englith oak wilt laſt out four 
. bk or foreign oak; ; owing to the 
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cloſeneſs of the grain of ours from” the 
ſlowneſs of its growth. Parliament has 
indeed taken ſome trifling ſteps 1 in favour 
of the cultivating. the growth. of timber 


in the King's s foreſts ; but it was not. done 
on a plan ſufficiently , extenſive ; all the 
| king's, rights. in his foreſts, _—_ elſc- 


where (except where he reſides, and 
may Wiſh to keep them up for his own 


Hrs ſhould be divided and ſeparated 


as in Enfield Chace; but ii in lieu of letting 
at a low rent his portion of the ſoil, it 

ſhould be encloſed and planted entirely 
with oak and elm for the benefit of the 
navy of Great Britain, arid this ſhould be 
done at the expence of parliament, under 
the direction of proper officers appointed 
by it; and in order to form a fund for it, 

1 great part of the king's rights to be ſold, 

and appropriated to this planting fund, 

and eſpecially, all thoſe rents which he 
receives in money. Premiums of large 
value ſhould be given to thoſe who would 
. ſow, plant, and encloſe a certain number 


of acres of ſoil proper for the growth of 
oak, | 


[43 ] 
oak, and a certain annual ſtipend ſhould be 


| paid to thoſe who maintained their fences 


in a proper. condition to keep out all ſorts 
of cattle; the ground ſhould alſo be ex- 


cuſed paying tythe. There are many old | 
acts of parliament now conſidered as uſe- 
leſs, which, if revived and publiſhed, 2 


would be a great encouragement to plant- 


ing; few people will plant oak on ac- 


count of its flow growth, the immediate | 
great expence attending it, and likewiſe 


the loſs of rent for many years; therefore 
all methods ſhould be thought of, and 
purſued i in order to encourage the growth 
of it: in encloſures, certain portions of 

land ſhould be ordered to be ſet aſide for 


_ planting, and no lord of the manor 


ſhould be permitted to encloſe, but on 


agreeing to ſuch terms as theſe, in pro- 
portion to the quantity of land he ſhould 
receive for his ſhare out of the commons 
and waſte land; and ſubject to the in- 
ſpection of the officers appointed by par- 
liament to look after the king's timber, 
with penalties in caſe of default. AR I 
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am upon the fubjedt of encloſures, I be 
leave to recommend one other Abele re- 
lative to cottagers, which 1 is, that inſtead 
of giving to each a ſmall allotment of 
land, which is ſoon ſold, and the family 
brought i into diſtreſs and poverty, I would 9 
adviſe that the allotment to the cottagers . 
ſhould be given to them collectively in a 
body, in proportion to their utmoſt right, 
free from all claim of the lord or great 
farmers, who ever oppreſs and ruin the 
commons of the poor by over-ſtocking y 
them : this portion of the cottagers to be 
in the ſpot the moſt proper for feeding 
and mowing, to be divided into two pieces 
under the direction of two perſons yearly 
choſen by the cottagers to ſuperintend this 
ground, with a power in them to' call out 
their brethren at certain times of the year 
to drain, clear, and keep the commons in 
proper condition ; and as one piece ſhould 
be allotted to feeding, ſo the other ſhould 
'be kept for mowing, and the p roduce di- 
vided amongſt them, by Which method 
they would be able to maintain their beaſts 


the 
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the whole year: this is one of the reaſons. 


made uſe of by them for not being able | 
to keep cows, few haying a little cloſe 
or home-ſtall to afford fodder for. theit 
cattle in winter, Which difficulty would 


be obviated by my plan; and I am con- 


vinced they would take proper care of 0 
their commons, if the overbearing farmers 
were deprived of all poſſibility of ever 
interfering with them, but otherwiſe no- 


thing can be expected from people under 
ſuch oppteſſion as they now are; they are 
ſo depreſſed, and the commons rendered 
of ſuch little uſe, that they are eaſily in- 
duced to accept of any trifling preſent ad- 
vantage in lieu of their ideal right. The 


loſs the nation has received from the en- 
cloſing commons, engroſſing of farms, and 
pulling down of cottages, will be ſeverely 


| felt in Aa few years, and more. eſpecially 
now Ireland has got a free trade; as 
ſhe will have ſufficient employment for 
all her idle people, who have hitherto 


come over to aſſiſt yearly 1 in N in our 


hay and harveſt. 
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In regard to the wet docks and moor- 


ing in the rivers, they are moſt detrimen- 


tal and ruinous to, our navy ; but how 
this is to be obviated and remedied I know 


not without a great expence : in my opi- y 
nion the beſt way would be to offer large 
premiums, and perhaps ſome ſcheme 
might be ſtruck out which might prove 


of public benefit : no ether means how- 
ever will anſwer equally well to dry docks, 


and therefore they ſhould be adopted as 
far as our finances will allow ; and al- 
though the expence might be great, yet it 


appears to be abſolutely neceſſary from 


the ſpeedy deſtruction of our navy, and the 


very great annual expence in repairing it, 


as well as from the uncertainty of the 
ſituation on an emergency. 


ACCoRDING to my idea it would be a 
real ſaving, without even the firſt expence 


bearing any proportion to the now preſent 
annual one in peace time. | 


EVERY 


e 
Evrkv landed gentleman ſhould; ſeri- 
5 ae the real ſtate of Great 
Britain in this preſent moment, and 
ſhould: 5 to the public the meaus by 
which ſhe may be extricated from her de- 
plorable ſituation, which will become 
ſtill worſe if ſome means are not ſtruck | 
out to leſſen our expences, to increaſe our 
revenues, and to put us in a way of re- 
gaining | our 1 n us the ſea. 
uk r will be our A at [ths con- 
ur: of a peace, ſuppoſing * that was 
to happen to-morrow ; we ſhould be like 
unto a man at the end of a violent fever, 
- who during that period had exerted himſelf 
beyond his force, and had in conſequence 
_ exhauſted his ſtrength beyond the power 
of recovery: ſuch would be our ſtate, I 
fear. An immenſe debt, taxes laid on 
every article of life, and ſtretched to the 
utmoſt bounds by the fertile imagina- 
tion of man: in articles of luxury, which 
have hitherto borne a great ſhare of the 
8 3 every day from the 
| | muliplicity 


3 


r 


— 
1 na * »y 
Ago A * 
7 N. * 
Xx 8 BY 
* * 


* 
TOI Id» 51 12 I mg 
er EW > 
£ 2 : 
* b ; 


— 
po, Hs 
5 


[48] 


| multiplicity of charges, and from the = 


inability , of individuals to indulge them- 
ſelves as formerly: for in proportion as 
taxes increaſe luxury muſt decreaſe when 


arrived at a certain pitch: it will hold 


good to a certain point, it is true; but 
beyond that it muſt fall; for the very ar- 
ticles and neceſſaries of life will become 


ſcarcely attainable by the many, and the 
land muſt ultimately bear the whole bur- 


then: each day proves how neceſſary it is 
for families of conſequence even to leſſen 
their eſtabliſhments, and that muſt per- 
vade throughout every inferior depart- 
ment of the people ; it will affect our 
manu factures in equal; proportion, and 
make labour ſo much dearer, that in every 
other part of Europe they will underſell 


us, and of courſe our commerce muſt 
drop: we ſhall have no three millions of 


people. in America to controul, and obliged 


to take our own manufactures at our own 


prices: : the Weſt India iflands will ſoon 


follow their example and emancipate 
Wees 5 oy will be obliged to it 


eve n 


[ 49 J 5 
even if not willing or inclined to do it: 
Ireland by her free trade, her more eli- 
gible ſituation, and the cheapneſs of la- 
bour in that country, will rob us off 
many of our merchants and manu- 
facturers, who will go and ſettle there 
in preference to remaining in Great 
Britain, where they cannot carry on their 
ttade at the ſame prices and with equal 
advantage. This indeed is what I fear 
from the free trade of Ireland more than 
her own induſtry ; added to this, our 
people, not connected with thę land it- 
ſelf, will, in conſequence of the failure 
and ſtagnation of work, emigrate to Ame- 
rica, &c. &c. &c. we ſhall become a de- 
populated nation loaded with debts and 
taxes, Without the means of extricating 
ourſelves by any method whatſoever ; all 
this I dread and foreſee, unleſs ſome fun- 
damental, great, and truly œconomical 
ſyſtem is adopted and begun immediately: 
for however flouriſhing our manufactures 
may appear at preſent, they are not fo in 
fact from the exportation of them, which 
- ES ue. is 
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Is. the great fourns: of riches to g country i 
the briſkneſs of our trade, and the im- 
mediate demand for conſi mption, is at 
home occaſioned merely by ap expenſive 
war: whenever government ſpends ſucli 
immenſe ſums of money annually, it is the 
uſual and natural conſeguence; but this 
is not the true permanent trade, but a falſe 
artificial one that muſt ſoon be at an end, 
and the peace will be the epocha when this 
naked truth will appear, whatever may 
now be ſaid to the contrary. - Our marine 
muſt be reſtored to its former luſtre, if 
we mean to controul our colonies, and 
oblige them to take our manufactures in 
return for our protection; we muſt prove 
to them and all Europe that we can do it, 
and that our ſyſtem is ſuch as will enable 
us to continue it to them: by my plan 
of new- modelling the army and marine 
eſtabliſhment this will be clearly proved 
to them; it will be a great yearly ſaving 
at the ſame time to the ſtate, and put us 
in a ſituation to remedy the inconvenien- 
cies we have hitherto been under at the 
x” * 


+4 nh 
berhulag of à war, of not delug able to 
man our fleets for a conſiderable time x 
tio other gteat benefits” wilt ariſe alſo 
out of my plan, that our matine- artillery 
will be better ſerved; and the Fives of 
our countrymen ſaved, and rendered lefs 
precarious by the continually moving of 
them in hot climates, ' and not leaving 
thent fo long together in unhealthfuf 
fpots until whole corps have died off, and 
fewo officers only have returbed back 
out of whole regiments fent out com- 
plete. CCC 


- Ov military eſtabliſhment is at preſent 


the moſt expenſive and moſt uſcleſs one in 
Europe: in #772, ten years after the 
peaces the half · pay liſt alone conſiſted then 
in Great Britain and Ireland of 2,400 
officers; arid no wonder, when all the com- 
miſſions were filled up at tlie very eve of 
the laſt peace, and the eſtabliſhment after 
that conſiſted of three officers, and ſeven 
others non-cottimiffiotied, and muſick; be- 


fides achutants, chaplains, and ſurgeons to 
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ſent political ſyſtem. 
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each troop. of, horſe and. dragoons of 28 


men on the Britiſh and of 21 men only on 


the Iriſh eſtabliſhment ; 3 almoſt as Many. 


officers as men] and in the infantry the, 


fame number of officers to 42 men on the 
Britiſh and 28 on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment; 
and all this expence to a country, whole, 
fundamental principles ſhould. be to have 
no army, no continental wars, but à re- 


ſpectable fleet, equal to the defence and 


controul of our colonies, and to encoun- 
ter at all times the whole united naval. 
force of the Houſe of Bourbon: our mi- 
litary eſtabliſhment is not adapted to our 
iſland ſituation, and yet we have perſe- 
vered in increaſing it upon the moſt, ex- 
penſive terms poſſible, which muſt prove 
deſtructive to us, not only in point of pre- 
ſent ex pence, but in future: nem 
all the n new 3 as marines,. wan. dae had 
men equally ſerviceable by ſea and land? 
«* Quos Deus vult perdere prius de- 
% mentat,” is very applicable to our pre- 
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I am ſenſible that my plan, if adopted, 
will be ſeverely felt by the gentlemen of 
the army; and moſt ſincerely ſorry I am 
that the neceſſities of the nation are fo 
great as to render it abſolutely expedient, 
that ſome eſſential fundamental œconomi- 
cal ſyſtem ſhould be adopted and perſe- 
vered in: I wiſh moſt heartily that our 
ſituation was the very reverſe of what it 
is; but they muſt reflect, that we muſt 
either become a brankrupt, and our trade 
crippled, unleſs we put all our eſtabliſh- 
ments on a different footing : ſomething 
muſt be done to fave us from ſinking 
into nothing ; the relief muſt be ſpeedy 
likewiſe ; and the few muſt be contented 
to ſuffer for the ſalvation of the many. 
I therefore can make no other apology, 
but what every one of them muſt feel, 
who has any connection with landed pro- 
perty : no palliatives or half meaſures 
will do; the Gordian knot muſt be cut, or 
the country is undone, 
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FOR NEW-MODELLING THE. : 
BRIT 18. FORCES | 


BY LAND Ap SEA. 


Tur dragrons in Great Britain to be 


divided into fix regiments, mounted 


like Elliot's and Bourgoyne's: it is well 
| known that their carbines are of little 


ſervice 3 they ought to have long pikes or 
long ſtrait ſwords like the cavalry of 
Charles the Twelfth, at ſe a * of 


. regiment. 


Ov 


1 36 


Our regiment of dragons to be on 
the king's duty in rotation for the ſpace 
of one year ; part to be in the ſtables of 
the horſe-guards and horſe-grenadiers, 
and another part at the uſual refidence of 


the king during the ſummer ſeaſon. 


F 4 


One regiment of frigid to be veith- 
in ten miles of London, and to patrole 
the great roads within that diſtance of 
the metropolis, under the orders and di- 


rections of ei powers 9 


Tux other four cis to. do the 
coaſt- duty in Great Britain. The ſame 
regulations, and in the A progertions 
to de a e in lon, 

—_—_ | ak to conſiſt of four com- 
miſſioned officers and a proper number of 
non commiſſioned officers, together with 
one hundred men rank * fle. 
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Tun artillery corps cannot the better 
eſtabliſhed than at preſent, by all I can 
learn ; + 
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learn; but in Ireland it is ſhamefully 
neglected, and of no uſe whatſoever : 
this latter corps muſt therefore be .new- 
| modelled, and put into the ſame ſituation 
as that in England, and both increaſed to 
the numbers in my liſt ; for according to 
the modern ſyſtem of making war, a 
numerous and well-regulated artillery is 

become effentially neceſſary. 


Tur marine corps ſhould conſiſt of 
four officers to each company of one hun- 
dred and thirty men in peace time, beſides 
four ſerjeants, four corporals, and four 
bombardiers, and to each ten companies 
ſhould be appointed a colonel and two 
majors ; but theſe ſhould have nothing to 
do with the profits of each company, 
which ſhould belong to the captains ; the 
colonel's pay to be made proportionable 
as well as the-major's, but to be kept en- 
tirely ſeparate: the captains to go to the 
rank of colonel at once, aud out of the ad- 
Jutants corps to be choſen the majors: 
theſe officers, to prevent diſputes with the 
+ FTT 


| | 14 Ch navy about rank, are — to remain at 


. home in time of war: they will manage 
1 the recruiting, overlook and drill the re- 
ö my cruits, dire& the non-commiſſioned of» 
Wi |  ficers, and command the marine com- 
pPuanies at home; they will likewiſe re 
I port to the council of war the ſtate of 
111 each company on its return from ſervice, 
1 and will report the wants and loſſes they 
| 1 have ſuffered. 9 5 
1 
1 
| 5 aftual ſervice the 3 rank 
1 and file, ſhould be increaſed to two hun- 
| | dred men per company; and i in order chat | 
" no time may be loſt in completing them, 
iy. | theſe 79 men per company ſhould be en- 
I! lifted i in peace time, to ſerve whenever the 
0 event of war ſhall take place : : I imagine 

numbers would enliſt under that idea, as 


perhaps the caſe would never happen in 
their lives; and if 1 in addition to this a 
certain limited time was allowed, it 
would make the recruiting ſtill more rea- 
ſonable and ealy. If ſuch a plan was fol- 
' lowed, care mult " talen only to enliſt 
X 3 | Fiery 
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very young men of 16 or 17 years of 
age at moſt; and each company ſhould 
enliſt in a particular diſtrict, that it might 


not have to ſearch for its recruits through- 


out all Great Britain: nay more, the re- 
eruits ſhould not be allowed to leave their 
pariſhes unleſs they gave ſome fort of ſe- 
curity where they may be found whenever 
_ Filled upon. 


1 APPREHEND much money might be 

ſaved by this plan, as men would en- 
gage at a low price for an uncertain event ; 
and, added to this, the ſize of men would 
be of no conſideration in this marine 
corps. Strength and activity are neceſ- 
ſary, but theſe are oftener found in ſhort 
than in tall men, Conſider what a ſaving 
in bounty money, and What a certainty 
of compleating each company at the mo- 
ment of war breaking out. | 


In peace time one half of each com- 
pany ſhould have leave of abſence for ſix 


or nine months in each year, to ſerve on 
| B board 
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board our fiſhing veſſels, engaged in abs | 


Greenland and Newfoundland fiſheries ; 
by this method they would become inured 
to the ſea in peace time, by that moſt lu- 
crative branch of our commerce, thoſe 
nurſeries of our bold ſeamen; which ought 
to be encouraged by us as much as poſſible, 


and diſcouraged in other nations : by this 


plan we ſhould become a nation of ſea- 
men in a courſe of years, particularly if 
the marines were enliſted for fix years 
only during a peace. They ſhould be en- 


titled to their diſcharge alſo on becoming 


able ſeamen, and being paſſed as ſuch by 
the proper officers appointed to examine 
them. The great number of non- com- 
miſſioned officers would likewiſe prove an 
additional ſtimulation : added to this, in war 
time I would appoint the two beſt ſer- 
Jeants (in each company) to the rank of 
ſecond hieutenants, but to riſe no higher; ; 
this would we: of infinite ule. 

To this corps of . ſhould be ap- 
pointed a very ſtrong corps of cadets, as 
is 


* 
is done to our artillery, and as is uſual in 
many foreign ſervices. This would be a 
nurſery for officers, who would be under- 
ſtanding in their profeſſion, and ready to 
fill vp all vacancies. 


In war time the two head officers of 
each company to ſerve on deck with a 
proper number of men, but not too many, 
otherwiſe they will interfere with the 
working of the ſhip by the able ſeamen: 
the reſidue of the officers to ſerve between 
decks with the reſt of the marines, in 
managing and directing the great guns. 


Arx preſent our eſtabliſhment is merely 
a marine muſquetry ; whereas to render it 
perfectly uſeful, the corps ſhould learn on 
ſhore the uſe of great guns, as well as the | 
uſe of ſmall arms. It is by this method 
that the French marine artillery i is ſo much 
better ſerved and directed than ours, as 
witneſs the effects of their artillery in this 
preſent war on our rigging, maſts, &c. 


How 


1 6 ] 
How much ſuperior ours would be, 1 
have not the leaſt doubt, when the theory 
learnt on ſhore came to be practiſed by 
men inured to the ſea, and whoſe geniug 

leads them naturally to the 85495 tad of 
that element. 


T xtsE men ſhould likewiſe have Pikes 

10 N in caſe of landing, and being engaged ei- 

th ther with horſe or foot, in ſuch caſe the 

if captains might command the battalions to 
cover the artillery, 'Thus we ſhould be \ 
equally formidable by land and by ſea, 
eſpecially in fieges, which would be the 
principal thing our forces could be en- 

geaged in on land, if we had no con- 

1 tinental wars. | 
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1 I x peace time the marines at home 
14 ſhould be in barracks in Plymouth, Portſ- 
| mouth, Chatham, Woolwich, and at Edin- 
burgh, beſides the king's duty ; and as 
the inn-keepers would in conſequence be 
exonerated of all the expence and trou- 
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Bi ble attendant on the quartering of troops, 
1 I think 
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I think they ſhould pay a tax in lieu of 
it, for the maintenance and ſupport of the 
barracks, &c. to be called The me 
Tur. | 


Ons 3 of each battalion, con- 
ſiſting of the recruits, ſhould always be 
at Woolwich with the artillery, that they 

might learn the uſe of 5 


Ar chi place mould likewiſe be the 
corps of cadets; at the Tower ſhould be 
ten companies of marines. 


Ar the Savoy ſhould be thirty com- 4 
panies of marines, to do the immediate 
duty of the king himſelf in London. 


IN all theſe barracks the men ſhould 


be obliged to meſs together, it being well 
known they might live as well again by 
this method than they can do ſeparately, 


To prevent all Aſputes about rank, and 
to allow the king an officer of rank as 
commander 
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 fixty men out of each 1 30, the peace 


0 64 1 
commander of the guard, the Gold stick | 


in waiting ſhall always be conſidered as 
commander of all the guard — 


| either horſe or foot. 


Tux Tower and Savoy guard to re- 
main on duty for one year only, and to 
change with each other at the end of half 


the year. 


* pay "I the abſent men to be di- 
vided into three parts; one third to the 
men, one to the captain, and the other to 
the public; and the cloathing of theſe 
men to ſerve two years inſtead of one: 
ſomething more ceconomical might be 
done as in foreign ſervice. | 


Tus men to be cloathed for uſe and 
comfort, and not for ſhew. 


Al 1 the eſtabliſhments might have the 
ſame permiſſion of granting furlougs to 


eſte- 


a4 
eſtabliſhment, except there was any tea- 
fon to expe& a ſudden breaking out of 
war, or commotions in our colonies ; in 
that caſe to be authorized with full powers 
not to grant theſe furloughs, as would na- 
turally be the caſe in Great Britain in a 
fimilar ſituation. This caution to be ob- 
ſerved according to the appearances of 
things in general; and it ſhould be re- 
gulated, that if the companies were in- 
complete, a leſs number ſhould have leave 
of abſence, as the companies ſhould never 
conſiſt of lefs than fifty men effective; 
and upon this idea I have formed the com- 
panies of the king's own guard, ſuppoſing 
the whole forty companies to conſiſt of 
two thouſand effectives, rank and file. 


A councir of war ſhould always be 
fitting in London, under the orders of 
the king, in perſon, compoſed of his firſt 
lord of the admiralty and ſecretary at 
war for the time being, four general offi- 
ders, viz. one admiral, one of cavalry, 


one of artillery, one of the marines; one 
. 5 of 
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of each ſhould be preſident in his turn for 
one month at a time. And the council 
ſhould conſiſt of four naval captains, four 


artillery, four marine, and four dragoon 
captains, who ſhould have no com- 
panies or ſhips at that moment of 
time, during the period of holding 
this office of counſellor ; but whoſe pay 
ſhould be equal to the benefit of theſe 
companies, and- ſhould conſiſt of men 
whoſe health or accidents ſhould have ren- 
dered them unable to ſerve abroad in per- 
ſon. To this council all letters, petiti- 
ons, and reports ſhould be made from the 


different corps of marines and dragoons, 


and alſo any diſputes that might ariſe be- 
tween the artillery, navy, and marine 
corps. As my eſtabliſhment is of an am- 
phibious nature, ſo likewiſe ſhould be the 


council of war: it would prevent many 


diſputes in the executive duty, by having 
been firſt conſidered and ſettled by per- 
ſons who had long ſerved in each pro- 
feſſion, and whoſe experience and age 
Would render chem 2 . judges; half 


1 | of 


— 


1 67 | 

of this council ſhould annually review all 
the barracks in perſon, and on their return 
make their report to the council, with 
their remarks and opinion of the ſtate of 
every thing and every perſon ; ; one out of 
each department ſhould go to Ireland, and. 
one out of each throughout Great Britain, 
the remaining number to continue fitting. 

in London ; every thing to be determined 
by the majority of voices, The vice-pre- 
ſident ſhould be a lawyer, or a man brought 
up from his youth to buſineſs, who ſhould 
keep all the journals and books of the 
council, and all the letters and petitions, 
with the anſwers to them; and under this 
perſon ſhould be two head clerks, who ſhould 
take the copies, &c. under his direction, 
and in whom ſorne confidence might be 
placed, that in eaſe of ſickneſs they might 
act in the place of the vice-preſident; but 
the vice-preſident: to have no vote in the 
council. 


Ix caſe of any aer at about Ireland, 
this council may be leſſened to three of 


"3 each 


( . 7. 
each department, and a ſimilar council ap- 
pointed at Dublin upon the ſame plan. 


BARRACKS, Kc. for the marines, ar» 
tillery, &c. to be erected in Ireland, and 
the ſame plan uniformly purſued in both 
kingdoms, and corps of cadets to the ma» 
rines, artillery, &c. but in all reſpects to 
keep them as nearly as poſſible on an equa» f 
lity, that no Jealouſy may enſue between 
the different corps, as their ſervice muſt 
be intermixed to render i it uſeful, 
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THe corps of AER! will Lect as 
at preſent; but pains taken to render them 
of as much uſe as poſſible, and not to be 
nominal corps of non- effect, as ſtill is 
more the caſe of the artiſtery in Ireland. EY 
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Tur militia of England to confi of 
40,000 men: that there may be always 
above 30,00a effectives upon ſervice, be- 
ſides all the ſerjeants, corporals, drums, 
&c. &c. 


Tur fencibles of Scotland to be about, 
» fix or eight thouſand men, 
4 . Tux 
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1 69. J 
The fencibles of Ireland to be about 
twelve or ix teen thoulged men. 


Tan x men mould have nike as — 
as fire arms. My reaſon for mentioning 
pikes is, that I am rather of opinion with 
Machiavel, that art will in the long run 
be obliged to give way to nature, and in 
the end will prevail. Certain it is muſ- 
quetry do very little execution: it is 
ſiurpriſing how few balls ever take place, 
and what injury your own people receive, 
generally greater in proportion than the 
enemy, Turenne, indeed, was of a con- 
trary opinion, and thought that artillery ' 
alone would decide all battles and all 
wars. Indeed the late wars in Germany 
ſeem to declare in favour of Turenne's 
idea: mine, however, is, that both theſe 
maxims ſhould be united to render ag 
army complete; it ſhould conſiſt of a 
numeraus artillery, and the reſt of the 
army be provided- with a proportionable 
number of armes blanches : in many in- 
ſtances artillery cannot act from the ſitua- 
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Em] 
tion of the ground; in thoſe caſes re- 
courſe might be had to the powerful arms 
of nature, which certainly will prevail 
over an equal body of e as at 


preſent. 


Tux militia of London wants new mo- 
delling to render it of ſome uſe, and out 
of that body. a ſufficient number ſhould 
be reſerved by way of city guard, to do 
all the ſervices required by its magiſtrates, 
and to enforce the orders of the civil 
power; to ſerve as watch, and not to 


have the poor decrepid guard now kept 


up by way of preſervative to our lives 
and properties. This would effectually 


prevent robberies and houſe- breaking; and 
they would be ready at hand in caſe of ſud- 
den riots, to aſſiſt at fires, &c. without 


having reſort on every trifling emergency 
to the king's troops; who ſhould never 
be ſent for but when the civil power had 


exerted all its force, and been found in- 
effectual, in which caſe the troops ſhould 
ſeriouſly 


8 1 71 1 
ſeriouſſy act, and he: ue ve ere be & 
verely * 


Tae firſt ſtep taken to bring about this 
plan, ſhould be to raiſe the artillery and 
marines to the complete war eſtabliſhment, 
and in proportion as theſe two bodies en- 
creaſed the army ſhould be reduced gra- 
dually; it would prevent the half- pay liſt 
encreaſing to the enormous degree it muſt 
otherwiſe do, if the diſbanding the army 
was done on a ſudden, and at once with- 
out gny other corps being ready to re- 
ceive the officers and men; whereas, by 

the encreaſing one eſtabliſhment, and re- 
ducing another at the ſame time in equal 

proportion, ſufficient employment would 

be found for at leaſt the greateſt part of 
the people, beſides other inconveniencies 
avoided. The half- pay indeed would en- 
_ creaſe in ſpite of all this prudent regu- 
lation, but nothing! in compariſon of what 
it will even do now at the end of thiswar ; 
beſides ſome douceurs might be ſecretly 
given to thoſe who would enter into 
the 


LJ 
the marine corps, and had been at ſome 
expences in procuriug their n com- 
miſſions. 


94 Ld: * regard t to 15 king's 8 Is 
if £ 5 ſee no uſe in keeping them up; on Ha | 
1 ft k; | contrary, much good would ariſe from 
18 1880 breaking them: in this, however, I 
1 Wl | | would pay all attention to the king's 
| i | Wiſhes; yet I cannot conceive the king 
could conſider it as the leaſt derogatory 
to his dignity to be without guards, fee- 
„„ ing that the emperor and other monarchs | 
5 have none, but on the contrary have 
n broke theirs; therefore nothing is intend- 
11 ed, but that the King of the Iſles ſhould 
1 have his troops ſuitable to the iſland ſitu- 
| 1 ation in which his empire is; for as ſo- 
11 5 vereign of the ocean he ſhould have every 
thing about him of that amphibious na- 
ture, that can tend to the maintenance 
of his authority over it: his diſtant colo- 
440 nies can only be ſupported and con- 
1 trouled by his naval power; therefore 
N 


all means ſhould be thought of to i⸗ 
creaſe 
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eras it beyond the dread of our na- 
tural rivals and enemies taking part againſt 
us when engaged in a quarrel with our 
colonifts. However, if the king ſhould 
nevertheleſs deſire to keep his guards, 
four battalions would certainly do all the 
duty required on his own perſon on the 
ſame eſtabliſhment as at preſent (if meant 
for parade only) making 1692 effectiys 
men, at 47 men per company rank and 
file ; but it would be a great ſaving in 
officers if the four battalions were re- 
duced to two, each company being doubled 
in numbers. Theſe two battalions might 
be kept complete by ſome ſimilar plan of 
_ enliſting as I have mentioned-for the ma- 

rines; no working men to be allowed 
(but à table kept for all the officers on 
the king's guard): this number of men 


would be ſufficient for all the king s duty 


on his own perſon ; for at preſent we 
know: that 32 men per company do all 
that duty, including Windſor, Hampton- 
court, Richmond, &c. &. making in 
all but 1472 men on N ; this how- 
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ever is excluſive of the two battalions in 


the Tower and Savoy: the Tower might 


be done either by the invalids or marines 


out of the battalions at Chatham; - and 
the king's guard at his country palaces 
might likewiſe be done by the invalids, or 
rather by the dragoons, which ſhould and 
ought to be there, that the men and horſes 
might be relieved and changed when- 
eyer the king came and returned the ſame 
day to London, as the duty is now very 
ſevere and ruinous to the e WET 


Mv eſtabliſhment * N conſiſt of 

| Men, Com. Officers. 

Dragoons - - 6000 — 240 
Artillery - - - 3,200 — 256, 
Marines - 38, 480 — 1,184 


Invalids - - - 3,000 — 120 


Total- $0,680 — 1, 800 


See p. 82, 83, 84. 
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75 


' "Tus 3 of 1772 * 
Men. Com. Officers, 


Horſe and dragoons 4.560 — $543 
Artillery, - |= =- 2,000 — 200 
Infantry = 27,746 — Wy 
 Invalids - - 940 — 60 


Marines 3,290 — 280 
5 | £08 


Total - - 38,506 — 3,445 


To be added to my eſtabliſhment 30 
colonels of the 30 battalions, 60 majors 
to the ſame, total go; makes the officers 
amount to 1 890 total. The difference in 
the two eſtabliſhments, in favour of 
mine, there would be 1,555 officers leſs 
thanin 1772, and 12,174 men more than in 
1772. When the immenſe ſaving by this 
reduction of officers is computed, it muſt 
ſtrike every one moſt forcibly, and more 
eſpecially if we reflect on the rank of 
the greater number to be reduced being 
of the higheſt and moſt expenſive order : 
the general ſtaff will be reduced in 
equal proportion ; beſides, the m 
» See p. 79, 80, 81. 
K'2 ö liſt 


—— — — — 
2 — 


n 


- = — - — e * . — 
rr e 2 


7 


* „32 * — - 4 1 . * * 
— LS * +, "MA: - =. a. TOI Aw, Ma wed, Ps: var 
„ * — Y * . 2.9 PR A ROW CT Rr — 2 r 
bs * 
7 _ 8 * * 009 — wrr=gues FOR 3 * 
oy o N= — — * * by = * —— — * ug 
. — — . » a bh 
— ee 
K p wr _ — 
"a" SS WR. . . 1 ; : p . 
2 - - . «8 IT 2 > ww. W — — — — — 2 — p » 4 x" Ss * 6; 4 Aa * * 
. — 5 * 2. 1 _ _- > — — y 9 I 4 
hs . . 36 N N r 4 As «nM —A 
— 4 ah L ot = - : 6. S a 5 WI er 5 ;* 25 * 
— 4 2 ; . 
4 2 n Me 2 £ ” 7 — | L y : * r 8 N * 
= ; NE ATE OL 4 1 
— £ nd 2 * 32 1 *4 +. . p 2 : 8 : 
4 * - " bes — oP 2 . ed LO... .. * 4 >. 
: PFF P ͤ ß ro: Jags Sos ag - 
* N . — . TR” — * e 
= : I —— — 2 2 — P N „ * ** r e — 
» 
; 


a * — 
1 wy 
. 
$: 
& +4 Bt - 
» 
IS > ? 
* 
4 1 
1 
* PR. 
8 wt A 
&: 5% 
19 
I 7 
$4 22 
5 2 * 
Ne v 
= ; Y 
$4 >. 
. y „ Ch 
: 2 
* FT? 4 
1 1 
4 4 14 I ; 
1 , 1 ht” 
: W- * FT} 
; R ; : 2 
TH i. 
4 1 $ 
be S2't 
1 8 $3 
BET $Y 37 
14 | F 5 
FF 4 1 
5 1 8 
111 . * 
14 : J 
128 3. 
3&3 n 
3 b$_ 45: 
"IS . 4 
: 3 * Wt 
F577 
IF „ bk 
= . 0 
1 * ; 
FI 425 
2 4 
* 15 
$ EF] is 27% 
o 4 3 by 
a L 


. 
„ . 
neden — 0 
OT; ae PF 
3 P NN ge G ky Cn rs . 
4 4 p _ : X oy Yo! r 
Sew A n - Se —_ 1 —— * act 
hy _ r - nn, r a - — py 5 3 's 
— —_— — 788 2 2 . Wea 


L 46 1 
liſt will be annihilated as ſoon as. thoſe 
upon it now (by the old regulation) are 
dead : theſe amounted in 1772 (ten years 
after the war) in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, to the enormous number of 2,381 ; 
which, added to the 1,55 5, makes the 
total of officers, totally unneceſſary, 
3.936, which, joined to our ſtaff, makes 
a little army of itſelf at an immenſe 
charge to the nation, an expence een 


in other Mates 


Be pleaſed to reflect alſo upon the ſav- 
ing by bounty-money, and by the third 
of the pay of the abſentee men out upon 
furloughs and in our fiſheries. Theſe two 
articles alone will almoſt make up for the 
additional numbers employed ; but when 


we come to conſider the pay of ſuch num- 


bers of officers, ſtaff, &c. it will be very 
great indeed: whoever has ſeen the ex- 
penſive articles for extraordinaries in con- 
tinental wars muſt ſtill more approve of 

my iſland plan; for the ſums paid in bat 


and baggage moneys and contingent ar- 


ticles, 


ken 

ticles, are ſufficient alone to ruin a great 
nation; all which will be avoided en- 
tirely. Added to this, that whatever 

money is ſpent by our marine eſtabliſh- 

ment will center at home, and not enrich 
other kingdoms at our expence, as we have: 
fatally experienced in our former wars. 
By moving theſe marine corps continually, 
and permitting the half of them to be 
abſent ſo long together, the lives of many 
will be ſaved in our ſettlements abroad, 

and has cauſed me to make my colony 
eſtabliſhments ſo high, in order to allow of 
this abſence without hurting the ſervice: 
our men will-likewiſe be inured to weather, 
and not fit for parade only, as in the caſe. 
of ours and the French troops, from not 
being ſuffered to work, but confined in 
towns, brought up in idleneſs and de- 
bauchery, dreſſed and formed more for a 
ſtage than for real utility: this is not my 
obſervation alone, but of the ableſt ge- 
nerals in all the foreign ſervices who have 
wrote upon the ſubject; and many of the 


French in particular have wiſhed the con- 
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n 
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* [ef 
ſinement part of the ſervice altered i in 
every reſpect. 


- Tux having ſuch a an of marines 
ready to put on board our fleets at a ſhort 


notice, and the eaſy method of increaſing 


the corps to their full compliments at the 
moment of war breaking out, I truft, will 
be approved of, as well as the ſhort time 
of enliſting, as it all tends to my great ob- 
ject of removing the evils we lie under at 
the beginning of a war : it places us upon 
an equal footing in that reſpe& with the 


Houſe of Bourbon; it is a plan founded 
upon economy 3 and, which is of ſtill 


more conſequence, will render our marine 
* moſt e in Kun 


1772. 


| 64 Companies of 


_ 4 2 
1772. G REAT BRITAIN. 


5 A | 
8 


2 Troops of Horſe Guards 142 284 b- 
2 Troops of Horſe Grenadiers 115 230 7 

Troops of Blues -——= — 28 252 
81 Troops of Dragoons—:? 28 2261 


EO | Total 30 324 
Beſides Adjutants, Su 5 Chaplains, and the 


Non-commiſſioned Officers, Muſick, &c. &c. alfo 
the 8 men for the officers, &c. &c. 
uards — 47 3008 192 
189 Companies of Infantry -— 42 7980 630 
70 Companies of Marines —— 47 3290 280 


12 Companies of Invalids — 47 564 36 


24 Companies of Artillery w— 9; ee 


Total 16042 1258 


| Beſides the corps of cadets and engineers. 
1772. In IR E LAND. 


24 Troops of Horſe —— 21 5% p. 


8 


51 Troops of Dragoons— 21 1071 153 


Total 1575 | 225 


189 Companies of Infantry — 28 5292 630 
- 4 Companies of Artillery — 50 200 20 


Total 5492 650 


N. B. This eſtabliſhment of Ireland was when be 


paid for 12,000 men only; it has ſince been in- 
creaſed to 15,000. | 

There appears to have been a great deficiency z 
but I believe ſome of their regiments were 
employed in our garriſons ; otherwiſe the non- 
commiſſioned officers, &c. could not make up 
the complement paid for, % 

N. B. There was a corps of engineers in Ireland. 


* 


Ma 2 


i ** 
2 
n — 


— — —̃ —2 — 


” at —— — —U—œ—P 
. ²˙ m ¾ Um . OS: 1; 


— 


— 


— ee OIL 


* Dy BIS, ng hg 
2 r 


p ——— — 


FFF 
2 . * 


e | 
Wy eo YO Yoo ET UE Uo gr Ws ET = CO OO EOS 
- 2 2 * ny 2 — A 8 1 r — : 2 * 1 Wu 
* S — — — — wn 5 9 ui ws AS wy 


2 


Lee. — 
„ 
— 5 - 


2 


W 
Lr 


— a FUR 
mNUNN—U—UP—ä4f1k—k—k 222 
—— —ů — —U 


LS eden Bon 
— — — - 
D 9 


3 ae Bins 4 


. 4 * * . 
—— — ̃ — ‚ I ES, 
A * * a » a 3) A * * * - * > 


— wen > ——— 
4 * 
pn . 

* 


ne 


K 7% 'P 
in AMERICA,” 


Per Troop. Total | Commit. 


117 "SUPT of lofantry — 4 4914 390 
1772. In GIBRALTAR. 


| 63 Companies of Infantry — 42 2616 210 


4 1 N of 1 — 5% % 20 


1772. 


— — 
Total ors. 230 


In MIN OR CA. 


45 Companies of Infantry — 42 1890 130 2 


4 Companies of Artillerß — 59 200 20 


1772. 


11 einn 


— 


Total "0008 170 


__ — NE 


In the CARIBBEE ISLANDS, 


JAMAICA and ANTIGUA, 
| Per Comp. 


45 Companies of Infantry — 42 1890 1g0 


1772. In JERSEY and GUERNSEY. 
8 Companies of Invalids — 47 37 24 


1772. 


In A F Ne 


3 Companies of * . f 126 0 


Total 


* 
$2 . : 1 , * ko . 
# ©& *E 
af * 45 


* 4 ; . 
5 — 13 
A. N. 
* . f 
* 
£2 


: 2 8. 


Total of the Horſe and Dragoons pd 1950 | 5 


GAT BRITAIx abd Ia BZTLAND 543 
Infantry — — — 16844 1488 

& Maringg. _— — — 3299 280 
nfantry in AMERICA and * 

— bat ane abroad 21812 934 

: Ar tillery — — — 400 40 


Total 38506 3448 


* 
8 . 
* Po "Ns $'* 


The non commiſſioned officers, &c. &c. is more 
than double the number of commiſſioned offi- 
cers. | 


(Errors excepted.) 


p | 1755 
It is almoſt impoſſible to know to a certainty the real 
ſtate of every regiment, and eſpecially of thoſe in Ireland; 
but I have reaſon to believe, | all the printed books, 
and from the information of officers, that this calculation 
per company was the general idea of the army, and was 
nearly the truth. | 
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UTOPIAN LAN. 


Peace ESTABLISHMENT. 


+GREAT BRITAIN. 


Per Troop. Total 
Men. 


36 Troops of Light Dragoons 


Commiſ. 
Officers. 


100 3600 144 


n 


% 


100 Companies of Marines — 130 13000 - 400 


1 16 Companies of Artillery — 100 1600 128 

j 20 Companies of Invalids — 100 2000 80 
Total 16600 608 

| Beſides Adjutants, Surgeons, Chaplains, and the 

* = the Non-commiſffioned Officers, Muſick, &c. &c. 


N. B. A corps of cadets to the marines as well as 
to the artillery ; alſo a corps of engineers. | 


In I R SAND. 


24 Troops of Light Dragoons 100 3 2400 96 


88 


70 Companies of Marines — 130 9100 280 
8 Companies of Artillery — . 100 800 64 
10 Companies of Invalids — 100 1000 40 


Total 10900 384 


N. B. A corps of engineers. 


Quzre. Whether it would be neceſſary to have a 
corps of cadets to the marines and artillery; or 
to make thoſe corps ſtronger in England ? 


»mmiſ. 
fficers. 
144 
400 
128 
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608 


nd the 
c. &c. 
well as 
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have a 
lery; or 


An 


An Eſtabliſnment in an heal 
A ſecond Gibgaltar in ſtrength, with a n har- 


70 Companies e Marines — 130 9100 280. 
6 Companies of Artillery — 100 600 48 
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bour for our ſhips to refit at, and to reſort to as a ſafi 
retreat iu bad weather, or in any caſe of diſtreſs; an 


when the currents on the American coaſt, &c. would not 


let them keep their ſtations. 3 | 
7 Top per Troop, Total Commil, 


N | Men. Officers. 


y - oe * . 
6 + 27 * * . z * 14 L 1 a G6. 
2 LEG e | otal 9700 
? * * a © 1 * . 
* " " * Aden. 


30 Companies of Marines — 130 3900 120 
2 Companies of Artillery — 100+ 5200 16 


- 


| Total 4100 136 


If an harbour can be made at Gibraltar ſecure 
and ſafe, under the protection of the cannon, 
Minorca would be of little uſe, and the ex- 

| pence of it might be ſaved, 


In the CARIBBEE ISLANDS, 
Jamaica and AnTIGua. 


18 Companies of We, — 130 2340 72 


% 
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In JERSEY and GUERNSEY. . 


4 Companies of Marines — 130 520 16 
In KRI ES 
4 Companies of Marines — 190-50 2 
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